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Introduction  

 
The NODES project aims at building a Toolbox to support European cities, transport authorities and 
operators in the design and operation of new or upgraded public transport interchanges. These tools 
were identified in Work Package (WP) 3, tested and validated in WP4 and evaluated in WP5 in terms 
of increasing accessibility and integration, intermodality, safety and security, enhancing 
environmental and energy efficiency, costs, savings, etc. 

The test phase took place within nine partner sites distributed around Europe, where interchanges 
are being built or upgraded. It will validate the tools and their efficiency and provide a feedback loop 
for their improvement.  

Reading Borough Council (RBC) is one of the nine test sites. It has selected as test site Reading 
Station. The tools which have been identified within the project are related to five topics which cover 
the key functions of Public Transport interchanges. Partner RBC has been testing and validating 
tools in four of these five topics, namely: 

¶ Topic 1 Integrated land use and planning 

¶ Topic 2 Design 

¶ Topic 3 Intermodality and ICT 

¶ Topic 5 Energy and environment 

This deliverable D4.4 reports on these testing activities. The first Chapter introduces Reading Station 
and interchanges, subsequent chapters consider the tool testing. A table is devoted to each tool that 
was tested. Those tables are attached to this deliverable (see Appendices). 



 

6 
 

 

Reading Station 
 
Reading Station is an interchange for national and local rail services, airport links and local transport.  

It is the main focus point of the rail network in the south of England outside London. As well as being 
located 58km from London on the Great Western main line from London Paddington to 
Bristol/Cardiff, Reading is the principal junction for lines to the south east ï London Waterloo, 
Gatwick Airport, to the south ï Southampton, the south west ï Exeter & Plymouth, and the north ï 
Oxford, Birmingham, Manchester. A long standing frequent non-stop coach links Reading Station to 
Heathrow airport. 

Map 1: Reading Station and the surrounding interchanges as completed by July 2014 and 
shown in the public transport map produced by Reading Borough Council. 
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Map 2: Readingôs public transport network which has its focus on the town centre and station. 
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Map 3: RBC interchange works around Reading Station; new North interchange and 
remodelled dual carriageway with bus lanes and public realm, new lowered South West 

interchange with public realm outside main entrance to new station building. 

 

 

Introduction to Interchange/City ï why rebuild/build an interchange? 

The above rail routes offer frequent fast train services to many parts of the country and have allowed 
Reading, situated at the junction of the Rivers Thames and Kennet, to develop as the principal centre 
of the Thames Valley. Reading is a major centre for housing, business, retail and entertainment, all of 
which use the good rail links as a way of attracting customers and maintaining communications. 
Reading is also served by the M4 motorway and offers connecting road links north and south, but is 
not a hub location for highway traffic to the same degree as rail. Reading has a highly successful 
publically owned local bus company which has succeeded in ensuring the continued mobility of the 
rapidly developing town.  Passenger journey numbers have increased both by bus and by train whilst 
the numbers of people arriving in the town centre by car have reduced.  

The mode share figures in 2014 showed 63% more people arriving by public transport than by car. 










































































































































































































